I1 QUALITY

the intellectual perception that the desires of life
cannot be satisfied, that the soul is too weak to maslei
life that the whole thing is nothing but sorrow and
transient effort and nowhere in it is there any real
truth or sanity or light or happiness, this is the sattwo
tamasic principle of equality and is not so much
equality, though it may lead to that, as indifference
01 equal refusal Essentially, the movement of tamasic
equaht) is a generalisation of Nature's principle of
Jugupsd or self protecting recoil extended from the
shunning of particular painful effects to a shunning of
the whole life of Nature itself as in sum leading to
pain and self tormenting and not to the delight which
the soul demands

In tamasic equality by itself there is no real
liberation, but it can be made a powerful starting
point if as in Indian asceticism, it is turned into the
sattwic bv the perception of the greater existence, the
true pov>ei, the highel delight of the immutable Self
above Nature The natural turn of such a movement,
howe\ei is towards Sannyasa, the renunciation of life
and works, rather than to that union of inner
i enunciation of desire with continued activity in the
^orld of Nature which the Gita advocates  rhe Gita,
howevel admits and makes room for this movement;

it allows as a recoiling starting-point the perception of
the defects of the world existence, birth and disease
and death and old age and sorrow the historic starting
point of the Buddha, Janma mrtyu ]ard-wadhi-duhkha
dosdnudarsanam, and it accepts the effort of those
whose self discipline is motived by a desire for release,
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